
 With the first trimester of the school year coming to a close and parent/teacher 
conferences approaching, we would like to take an opportunity to speak to the importance 
of the dialogue between the school and home. It is through this communication that prob-
lems can be solved, student/parental concerns can be addressed, and a plan can be put in 
place to best support your child academically, socially, and emotionally. Parent/Teacher 
conferences being held on December 12th is particularly important to developing this part-
nership. In order to make sure these meetings are as productive as possible and the teach-
ers understand your child’s strengths and needs, the following are some tips for preparing 
for your conference: 

•   Let the teacher know prior to the meeting if there is a particular concern you want to 
speak about. 

•   Share examples of what your child is good at and what you have found to be successful 
at home. This can provide teachers with a better understanding of how to incorporate 
those strategies into the classroom or into your child’s individual assignments. 

•   Let the teacher know the best way and time that you can be contacted. 
•   Review your child’s report card and be prepared with any questions you may have. 

 Remember, this is the first trimester, so there may be grades which show your 
child is “below” grade level. This is okay and normal; your child will grow over the re-
maining months of school. Ask what you can do to help your child improve in those areas. 

 The month of November marked the beginning of the holiday season and keeping 
gratitude at the forefront of our thoughts. Our fifth grade classes each adopted a family for 
Thanksgiving. Because of your generosity and support, we were able to provide our local 
families in need the necessary food and goods to have a delightful Thanksgiving meal. It’s 
great for our students to see what happens when the community comes together for one 
another!  

 As we make our way into the winter months, we will continue to go outside at 
recess. Please be sure to have your children dress appropriately and come prepared with 
winter coats, gloves, and hats.  

 We also will be holding a festive “Spirit Week” from December 19th – December 
23rd.  Finally, be on the lookout for club sign-ups which will begin in January. Thank you 
for your continued support and cooperation, and enjoy reading about all the wonderful 
happenings at LADSBS! 

 

 Mr. Zito & Mrs. Farley would like to share. . .   
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M I L L E R  P L A C E  U . F . S . D .  December 2022 

Important  
December Dates: 

 

7 Board of Ed. Meeting 
8:00 p.m., MPHS 

10 MPPTO Holiday Shop 
 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
 NCR Gym 

12 Parent-Teacher 
Conferences, K-5  
No Student Attendance 

14 LADSBS Winter Band, 
Orchestra, Chorus 
Concert  7:00 p.m., 
NCR 

 
15  Athletes Helping    
  Athletes Program 
   Grade 5 
 
19-23 Holiday Spirit Week, 
     LADSBS 
 
12/26 - 12/30   
 Winter Recess                      
 Schools Closed 

 

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 

“December, being 
the last month of the 
year, cannot help but 

make us wonder of 
what is to come.” 
- Fennel Hudson 



Third Grade Thoughts . . . 
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Trustworthiness... 

 The hustle and bustle of December is upon us! Our third graders have completed 
their first trimester here at Laddie A. Decker Sound Beach School! We have a lot to help keep 
their focus during this exciting time of year!   
           In Math, we are beginning Module 3. In this module our third graders’ will be expanding their 
knowledge of multiplication and division focusing on units of 0, 1, 6 through 9 and multiples of 10. 
Practicing multiplication and division at home will help third grade math concepts become easier to 
grasp all year long! 
           Throughout the second trimester, our third graders will be learning the geography and culture of 
our country.  In science, we will be beginning our study of forces and motion. 
           In English Language Arts, we will continue to read stories in our HMH series, looking at a varie-
ty of new texts and genres. Students are encouraged to read every night to help build up their reading 
stamina. 
           We are very proud of how hard our students work every day! We wish all the third-grade fami-
lies a very happy and healthy holiday season! Be on the lookout for our “Holiday Spirit Week” at the 
end of the month! 

Fourth Grade Focus. . . 
 Fourth graders are excited to be fully immersed in learning. Grade four teachers have been working 
on the HMH modules with students each week.  Students have enjoyed reading a variety of different texts 
and genres.  They are reading and responding to literature. Also, they are focusing on skills such as the main 
idea and supporting details. They are utilizing context clues to decode unfamiliar words. Students continue to 
practice reading comprehension strategies and build new vocabulary. Furthermore, they continue to review 
the writing process and improve their writing each week. 

 Many fourth grade classes have been working on solving multi-digit 
multiplication problems using both the partial products method and stand-
ard algorithm.  The students have also been encouraged to practice their 
math facts on a nightly basis as part of their homework routine. We are 
practicing the Read, Draw, Write strategy when solving word problems.  
Students are encouraged to read carefully and identify important infor-

mation within the word problems. They draw an array, area model or tape 
diagram to assist in understanding. Finally, they write out an equation and 

solve numerically and in words. We have also been exploring long division 
concepts. Students are enjoying practicing their math skills using programs 
like Zearn, SumDog and Reflex. Many students recently competed in the 

Eastern Suffolk SumDog Challenge and placed in the Top Ten.   
  
 Health topics include maintaining proper hygiene and staying healthy. Students are also exploring the 
different body systems . In science, we are exploring the “Walk In the Park” unit. Here students have the op-
portunity to explore ecosystems. They recognize biotic and abiotic factors within an ecosystem. We also ex-
plore the interdependent relationships between organisms and how they adapt to their environments.   
 Parents can help their fourth graders by signing agenda books, looking over homework assignments, 
encouraging students to read each night, and helping them remember to charge their laptops each day.  Stu-
dents know they are responsible for remembering to bring their instruments on the day of their music lessons 
as well. Grade four teachers and students are having a wonderful school year together. We look forward to 
many more learning adventures to come! 
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How wonderful is it that the winter holiday season is upon us? As we make our way into the colder 
months, we will continue making those special memories within our classrooms. Last month, each fifth 
grade class worked together to adopt a family in the community for Thanksgiving! Each class was given a 
box, which they decorated and filled with food for the November holi-
day.  

Academically, the hustle and bustle of November was in full 
swing, and your children thrived! In ELA, we began our first novel 
study on Esperanza Rising. This historical fiction novel takes place in 
the midst of the Great Depression. The story follows the life of a 
young girl, Esperanza, as her world is turned upside down after trage-
dy strikes her family. In math, we have been working with multi-digit 
whole number and decimal fraction operations. Students have been 
applying their knowledge of patterns of the base ten system to mental 
strategies and the multiplication and division algorithms. In social 
studies, we are just finishing with unit one on Ancient Civilizations, 
and in science, we are ending our wonderful “hands-on” experience 
from the “Toys Matter” unit. 

Looking ahead, our December is going to be busy! We have our music concerts on December 14th, 
and we have our holiday spirit week December 19th—December 23rd. We will also be having our Parent 
Teacher Conferences on December 12th (more specific information will be announced by your classroom 
teacher). Communication has and always will be held in high regard to our fifth grade staff because it is 
such an important component to the success of our students. We are looking forward to this day, and to dis-
cussing each student’s progress so far this year. 

In closing, we hope that this holiday season brings health and happiness to all of our families. We 
know that behind every student is a family who cares, encourages, and stays involved. We kindly thank you 
for your continuous support.  

Fifth Grade Flash . . . 
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Respect... 

 Band:  The Fifth Grade Band is ecstatic to perform their first holiday concert this month. We have 
been working so hard on these songs, and we are so excited to share some holiday cheer! We hope you enjoy 
these classic holiday tunes. The fourth graders are beginning to learn Jingle Bells in their lessons. We are hav-
ing a blast learning this familiar song! We hope your holidays are happy, healthy, and filled with music!  

  

 Orchestra News:   The Fifth Grade Orchestra has been sounding wonderful in their rehearsals. We are 
looking forward to sharing our two selections with the LADSBS community at our concert on December 14th! 
We will meet at NCR at 6:15 p.m. - please wear white on top and black on bottom with appropriate shoes! 
 The Fourth Grade Orchestra has been sounding great in the beginning pages of their method books. 
We are so close to using those bows! 
 
 Chorus News:  Our Fifth Grade Chorus is sounding beautiful! We are excited to sing three songs that 
the audience might know too! There are videos posted on the Google Classroom that students can sing along 
and practice with. We will meet at NCR at 6:15 p.m. - please wear white on top and black on bottom with ap-
propriate shoes!  

 

 

 

Music Musings . . . 

♫T  Mu i  D p n  Wi e  Y    
H p  n  He l  H id  Seas !!!! ♫ 



 

Community Corner . . . 
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Responsibility... 

 Thank you to all of our 5th Grade classes that participated in 
our LADSBS Food Drive last month.  We were able to help many 
families in need during the Thanksgiving holiday and are looking 
forward to continuing our efforts of giving back to the community 
throughout the holiday season and beyond.   

 After reading Balloons Over Broadway,  Mr. Mas’ 3rd Grade 
class decided to make Thanksgiving parade floats too!  The students 
had a wonderful time making blueprints for their floats and bringing 
their creation to life. Hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving!  

 We would like to thank Ms. Brenner’s 3rd Grade class for 
showing support to our local veterans by creating over 60 cards ex-
pressing gratitude and appreciation for their service.  The cards were 
delivered to the Long Island Veteran’s Home in Stony Brook on Veter-
an’s Day. 

 The LADSBS School Kindness Initiative continues to 
thrive with kind acts observed daily. Throughout the year stu-
dents who display superior character and kindness may receive a 
coupon. The coupons are entered into a monthly raffle to win a 
token to use on the Book Vending Machine.  
 
       The 6 students listed below are our November raffle winners: 

Sabrina Rocano, Nicola Joachim, Nicholas Malerba,  
Madelena LaPuma, Jaxson Soper, Lola Pachter 
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Fairness... 

 This month, artists in Third Grade will finish up their cityscapes inspired by James Rizzi and begin a 
winter project where they learn about value and shadows.  
 Fourth Grade artists are finishing up their “Tree of Life” paintings inspired by Gustav Klimt and will 
also begin learning about value and shadows while exercising their drawing skills by drawing polar bears.     

 Fifth Grade artists have finished their Jen Stark sculptures 
(photographed) and will begin creating Moroccan Tiles by printmaking using 
Gelli Plates. 

Art-I-Facts . . . 

Marvelous Math . . . 

Eastern Suffolk SumDog Results Are In! 

 Students from LADSBS competed in an Eastern Suffolk SumDog competition with 66 other classes 
from 15 different schools that qualified.  Overall, 658 students played and answered 166,494 questions cor-
rectly!  The results are in and we held 50% of the Top 10 positions in both the Top 10 Student and Top 10 
Classes categories.  Our presence was felt throughout the competition! 

 

Top 10 Classes:  
Overall class scores are the average number of correct answers out of the students in that class.  

At least 5 students from the class must have played in order to get an average score. 

3rd Place - Mrs. DeCarmine 

6th Place - Mr. DeVito 

7th Place - Mr. Mas 

8th Place - Mrs. Palmaccio 

9th Place - Mrs. Skoblicki 

 

Top 10 Students:  
Top 10 students based on the number of questions answered correctly in the contest. 

2nd Place - Andrew F. - Mr. DeVito 

4th Place - Mason M. - Mr. DeVito 

6th Place - Margaret O. - Mr. DeVito 

7th Place - Valerie L. - Mrs. Palmaccio 

8th Place - Liam M. - Mrs. Tremblay 

 

 

 Students—get ready for a tremendous competition that will take place this month.  Currently, there 
are almost 3,000 classes entered from over 850 schools!  The National SumDog Winter Wonderland Contest 
is being held December 9th through December 15th.  Are you ready for this challenge?  We are just getting 
warmed up! 
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Caring... 

 

Nurse’s Note . . . 
 Sore throats are one of the most common reasons for visits to the LADSBS health office.  Most sore 
throats are related to common cold viruses or allergies but sometimes it may be a symptom of Strep Throat, 
Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease or the Flu or Covid-19. 

COXSACKIE VIRUS (Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease) 

 Hand, foot and mouth disease is a viral infection caused by the Coxsackie virus.  It causes a blister-
like rash that involves the hands, feet and mouth.  The virus is spread by direct contact with the nose and 
throat discharges, blister fluid and feces of infected people.   

 Symptoms:  Fever, poor appetite, runny nose and sore throat can appear 3 to 5 days after exposure.  A 
blister-like rash on the hands, feet and in the mouth usually develops one to two days after the initial symp-
toms.   

 Treatment:  There is no specific treatment.  Treatment is aimed at fever control and maintaining good 
oral hydration. 

 Complications: The illness is typically mild; complications are rare.  

 Prevention:  Children who feel ill or have a fever should be excluded from school until they are fever 
free for 24 hours, and the child feels well.  Thorough hand washing is the best way to prevent spread of the 
virus. 

 

STREP THROAT 

 Strep throat is a common bacterial infection and is easily spread from one person to another through 
coughing, sneezing or shaking hands.  That’s why it is so important to teach children the importance of hand 
washing.  

If your child has been exposed to strep throat, please watch your child for the following symptoms 
which usually appear 2-5 days after exposure. 

● Throat pain    ● Difficulty swallowing    ● Red and swollen tonsils, sometimes with white patches 
or streaks of pus     ● Tiny red spots on the soft or hard palate — the area at the back of the roof of 
the mouth    ● Swollen, tender lymph glands (nodes) in your neck   ● Fever   ●  Headache    
● Rash    ● Stomach ache and sometimes vomiting, especially in younger children  

 For accurate diagnosis, a throat culture needs to be taken.  Symptoms generally occur 2-3 days before 
a culture will show positive results.   If medication is prescribed for strep throat, your child needs to be on the 
medication for 24 hours before returning to school. 

 

PTO News. . . 

 The Miller Place PTO continues to spread holiday cheer throughout our communi-
ty during the month of December.   

 Your entire family can join Santa for cookies and milk as well as holiday shopping 
during Santa’s Workshop on December 10th, or participate in this year’s 
“Holiday Lights Contest”.  You can find all the details in the PTO December 
Newsletter so don’t miss out on the many festive activities and events taking 
place around our community! 
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Citizenship... 

 Some of our favorite Holiday Spirit themes are back, and we are all very excited to share our Panther 
Pride this season: 

Monday, December 19th - Crazy Hat Day 
(wear a festive hat!) 

Tuesday, December 20th - Holiday Sweater/Outfit 
Wednesday, December 21st  - Holiday Dress Up 

(Wear your Holiday best!) 

Thursday, December 22nd  - Winter Classic Day 
(Hockey jersey or sports jersey!) 

Friday, December 23rd  - Pajama Day 
 

 We hope the excitement of our holiday spirit week and activities continues to spread throughout the 
season to all of our students, staff and families.  Wishing you all a happy and healthy holiday see you in 2023!                    

 In the spirit of Fall, students and faculty enjoyed a Flannel Day during the month of November along 
with plenty of fall fun activities in the classroom. 

 

School Spirit... 



Central Office Administration 

Seth A. Lipshie, Superintendent of Schools 
Susan G. Craddock, Assistant Superintendent 

Sandra  A. Wojnowski, Executive Director for Educational Services 
Colleen V. Card, School Business Official 

Christopher J. Herrschaft, Director of Human Resources 
Ron Petrie, Administrator for Physical Education, Health,  

Athletics and Intramurals 
Kurt Roth, Administrator for Instruction and Data Reporting 

Barbara A. Weir, Director of Technology 
Dennis Warsaw, Director of Facilities 

Jeremy Koch, Administrator for Pupil Personnel Services 
Donald Pearce, District Treasurer  
     Patricia Morbillo, District Clerk 

Just a Note . . . 

Citizenship...We help others! 

Don’t Forget... 
  

Monday, December 12th—  Parent Teacher 
Conference Day.  No Student Attendance  

· Please make sure to check our Lost & Found table for missing coats, jackets, 
water bottles and other student belongings.  We encourage any parents visit-
ing LADSBS for Parent Teacher Conference Day on Monday, December 12th 
to please stop by the Lost & Found table located in the main hallway for your 
child’s belongings.  Any unclaimed items will be donated prior to Holiday 
Break. 

 

· Be on the lookout for our Club announcements which will be taking place in 
the coming new year!  More info to follow soon! 

“The sum of us is greater 
than all our parts.” 

Maya Angelou 

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 
Board of Education 

Lisa Reitan, President 
Bryan Makarius, Vice President 
Keith Frank, Trustee 
Andrea Spaniolas, Trustee 
Johanna Testa, Trustee 


